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Response to Arguments 

Claims 1-26 are pending in this action. 

Applicant's arguments filed November 3 rd , 2004 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argues the following: 

(1) Rhoads does not teach "by reference to said steganographically encoded data, 
generating text to be printed with said photo. " 

(2) Rhoads does not teach "soliciting an image depicting the user stored in an archive 
maintained by a governmental agency. " 

(3) Rhoads does not teach the limitation "at a governmental agency receiving an 
electronic request for an archived personal image from an individual depicted in said image. " 

In response to Applicant's first argument, Examiner respectfully disagrees. In many 
instances in the cited passages Rhoads teaches the generation of text that correlates to the 
steganographically encoded data and are altogether printed (column 3, lines 1-7; column 7, lines 
4-11; column 7, lines 53). Also, the application of these techniques to passports and visas are 
discussed in the cited passage, which also teaches the printing of text that correlates to the digital 
image. 

In response to Applicant's second argument, Examiner respectfully disagrees. Applicant 
does not clearly point out which part of limitation applicant believes is not taught by the prior art. 
Rhoads teaches the use of ATM cash cards or debit cards (column 2, lines 24-26, which 
inherently involves the user soliciting a card with information encoded within. The image in the 
excerpt is a digital image taken of the user which is stored in archive maintained in a central 
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accounting network (column 2, lines 65-67). Rhoads also teaches that the archive may be 
maintained by a government agency, as it teaches the use of government issued Ids (column 1, 
lines 27-34; column 6, lines 50-57) and therefore the teachings by Rhoads may be applied to 
government maintained archives. Therefore Examiner asserts that the limitation argued is taught 
by Rhoads. 

In response to Applicant's third argument, Examiner respectfully disagrees. Applicant 
does not clearly point out which part of limitation applicant believes is not taught by the prior art. 
Rhoads teaches the use of ATM cash cards or debit cards (column 2, lines 24-26, which 
inherently involves the user soliciting a card with information encoded within. The image in the 
excerpt is a digital image taken of the user which is stored in archive maintained in a central 
accounting network (column 2, lines 65-67). Rhoads also teaches that the archive may be 
maintained by a government agency, as it teaches the use of government issued Ids (column 1, 
lines 27-34; column 6, lines 50-57) and therefore the teachings by Rhoads may be applied to 
government maintained archives. Therefore Examiner asserts that the limitation argued is taught 
by Rhoads. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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2. Claims 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Rhoads (US 
Patent No. 5,841,886). 

In regards to claim 16, Rhoads teaches a document printing method, comprising: 

- receiving a digital photo, the photo having plural-bit data steganographically encoded 
therein (column 7, lines 4-67); 

- by reference to the steganographically encoded data, generating text to be printed with 
the printing a document including both the photo and the text photo (column 3, lines 1-7; 
column 7, lines 4-67); and 

- printing a document including both text and photo (column 3, lines 1-7). 

As per claim 17, Rhoads teaches the method of claim 16 that includes electronically 
transmitting at least a part of the plural-bit data to a remote computer, and receiving the text from 
the computer (column 2, line 64 - column 3, line 7). 

As per claim 18, Rhoads teaches the method of claim 16, that includes receiving the 
digital photo from an archive of facial images (column 3, lines 19-22). 

As per claim 19, Rhoads teaches the method of claim 16 that includes receiving the 
digital photo from an image archive maintained by a government agency (column 2, line 64 - 
column 3, line 4, column 6, line s50-57). 

As per claim 20, Rhoads teaches the method of claim 16 in which the document is an 
identification document (column 6, lines 50-57). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



Application/Control Number: 10/086, 1 80 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2155 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-15 and 21-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Rhoads (US Patent No. 5,841,886). 

In regards to claim 1, Rhoads teaches a method of printing a trusted image, comprising: 

- an individual user electronically contacting a central network (column 2, line 64 - 
column 3, line 8, figure 1), soliciting an image depicting the user stored in an archive 
maintained by the central network (column 3, lines 19-22); 

- electronically receiving the image from the central network (column 3, lines 1-4); and 

- printing a document incorporating the image (column 3, lines 1-4). 

Rhoads teaches that the ID card may be used for government use (column 50-57). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
that the central network can be a government agency. 

Rhoads does not explicitly state that the image is received by the user that solicits the image. 
However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made that the soliciting and receiving may be done at the same terminal so that the user may 
print an identification card (column 6, lines 50-57). 

As per claim 2, Rhoads teaches the method of claim 1 . Rhoads does not explicitly state 
that the image is received by the user that solicits the image. However, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that the soliciting, 
receiving, and printing may be done at the same terminal so that the user may print an 
identification card (column 6, lines 50-57). 
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As per claim 3, Rhoads teaches the method of claim 1 in which the document is a photo 
identification document (column 6, lines 50-57). 

As per claim 4, Rhoads teaches the method of claim 1 in which the document is an 
identification badge (column 6, lines 50-57). 

As per claim 5, Rhoads teaches the method of claim 1 in which the governmental agency 
is a motor vehicle licensing agency, and the image is a driver license photo (column 6, lines 50- 
57). 

As per claim 6, Rhoads teaches the method of claim 1 in which the image is processed 
with an identification code by the governmental agency (column 6, lines 50-57). 

As per claim 7, Rhoads teaches the method of claim 1 in which the image is digitally 
watermarked with a plural-bit code by the governmental agency (column 4, line 5 - column 5, 
line 3, column 8, lines 6-15). 

As per claim 8, Rhoads teaches the method of claim 7 in which the plural-bit code serves 
to identify the individual user's name (column 4, line 5 - column 5, line 3, column 3, lines 19- 
.22). 

\ As per claim 9, Rhoads teaches the method of claim 8 in which the plural-bit code 
comprises an index into a data structure in which the individual user's name is stored (column 4, 
line 5 - column 5, line 3, column 3, lines 19-22). 

As per claim 10, Rhoads teaches a document printed according to the method of 1 
(column 3, lines 1-8). 

As per claim 11, Rhoads teaches a method of distributing a trusted image, comprising: 
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- at a central network, receiving an electronic request for an archived personal image from 
an individual depicted in the image (column 2, line 64 - column 3, line 4); and 

- electronically transmitting the image to the individual (column 3, lines 1-7). 
Rhoads teaches that the ID card may be used for government use (column 50-57). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made that the central network can be a government agency. 

As per claim 12, Rhoads teaches the method of claim 1 1 that includes processing the 
image with an identification code prior to the electronic transmission (column 3, lines 1-4). 

As per claim 13, Rhoads teaches the method of claim 1 1 that includes digitally 
watermarking the image with a plural-bit code prior to the electronic transmission (column 4, 
line 5 - column 5, column 3, lines 19-22). 

As per claim 14, Rhoads teaches the method of claim 13 in which the plural-bit code 
serves to identify the individual's name, (column 4, line 5 - column 5, column 3, lines 19-22). 

As per claim 15, Rhoads teaches the method of claim 14 in which the plural-bit code 
comprises an index into a data structure in which the individual's name is stored (column 4, line 
5 - column 5, column 3, lines 19-22). 

As per claim 21, Rhoads teaches a method of providing an access credential for a person, 
using a computer device, the method comprising: 

- receiving at the computer device code data, transmitted by an authority, the code data 
having a future time or date associated therewith (column 1, lines 27-34; drivers licenses have 
expiration dates and are transmitted by state authorities); 
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- steganographically encoding the code data in a graphic (figure 3; column 4, lines 14- 
42); and 

- presenting the encoded graphic as an access credential, to gain access to a restricted area 
(column 3, lines 40-45; ATMs and credit card systems have restricted access). 

Rhoads does not explicitly state that the Ids may be printed by the proprietor of the ID. 
However, as it was acknowledged by the applicant in the IDS disclosed on January 7 th , 2005, it 
was well known at the time the invention was made that driver's license photos could be 
accessed by credit card companies. Therefore the practice of allowing one that is not associated 
with the authority (that distributes Ids) to access images on the Ids occurred before the filing of 
the instant application. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to provide access to the images to proprietors of the photos to be used 
for identification purposes in secure areas (column 1, lines 44-45). Allowing the user to print 
his/her own ID badge would also provide for easier access to for less secure purposes such as 
employee ID badges in places where there is low-priority security (column 1, lines 30-33). 

As per claim 22, Rhoads teaches the method of claim 22 that includes steganographically 
encoding the code data in the graphic using the computer device (figure 3; column 4, lines 14- 
42). 

As per claim 23, Rhoads teaches the method of claim 21. Rhoads does not explicitly 
state that the Ids may be printed by the proprietor of the ID. However, as it was acknowledged 
by the applicant in the IDS disclosed on January 7 th , 2005, it was well known at the time the 
invention was made that driver's license photos could be accessed by credit card companies. 
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Therefore the practice of allowing one that is not associated with the authority (that distributes 
Ids) to access images on the Ids occurred before the filing of the instant application. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
provide access to the images to proprietors of the photos to be used for identification purposes in 
secure areas (column 1, lines 44-45). Allowing the user to print his/her own ID badge would 
also provide for easier access to for less secure purposes such as employee ID badges in places 
where there is low-priority security (column 1, lines 30-33). 

As per claim 24, Rhoads teaches the method of claim 21 . It would further have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that drivers licenses 
were used to enter events such as movies, as many events such as rated R movies are restricted 
by age. 

As per claim 25, Rhoads teaches the method of claim 21 . It would further have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that drivers licenses 
were used to enter events such as movies, as many events such as rated R movies are restricted 
by age. 

As per claim 26, Rhoads teaches the method of claim 21 . Rhoads does not explicitly 
state that the Ids may be printed by the proprietor of the ID. However, as it was acknowledged 
by the applicant in the IDS disclosed on January 7 th , 2005, it was well known at the time the 
invention was made that driver's license photos could be accessed by credit card companies. 
Therefore the practice of allowing one that is not associated with the government authority (that 
distributes Ids) to access images on the Ids occurred before the filing of the instant application. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to provide access to the images to proprietors of the photos to be used for identification purposes 
in secure areas (column 1 , lines 44-45). Allowing the user to print his/her own ID badge would 
also provide for easier access to for less secure purposes such as employee ID badges in places 
where there is low-priority security (column 1, lines 30-33). 



Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL- Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shabana Qureshi whose telephone number is (571) 272-3990. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 9:30 am to 6:30 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Shabana Qureshi 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2155 
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